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“Youthful Folly” originally refers to the period when children are at immature

stage. In fact, there are many people who are often in a similar state of ignorance

and uncertainty and feeling insecure. If people are ignorant of good reasoning

and understanding the world of human affairs, a life of confrontation everywhere

is inevitable. Indeed, there are many opinions and information in life that are

hard to tell what is right and wrong. The only way to get out of ignorance at

these times is to be open-minded and take initiative to learn from people who

have the knowledge and virtue.

“Ignorant without education, seek to learn and cultivate virtue"  

- the enlightenment of Knowledge and Virtue

Artist reflection

“Youthful Folly” is believed to be closely related to our subconscious mind. If it is a noun, it is a

treasure to be discovered. If it is a verb, it means to stop you from reaching the right path. This

time I had used the *automatic writing method to add one part every day and becoming a

graffiti with elements that look like people, animals, dead things, pictures, texts, fingers or

nothing. (The drawing was completed from July 2019 to mid-January 2020.)

• Automatic writing, a mental ability in which a person can write something automatically without being

aware of it. Believers believe that the writer's hand can automatically writes certain messages, but that the

content is not intentional. In some cases, the writer is in a state of unconsciousness. However, there are

also cases where the writer thinks he or she is conscious, but his or her hand is influenced by some external

force while writing that message. This phenomenon is considered by the scientific community to be a kind

of self-referential effect. (This article is extracted from "The Fascinating False Image: The Secret Code of

Chinese Psychology in Light and Shadow", by Wei Zhichao, Hunan People's Publishing House, published in

August 2014.

Artist profile

Ms. Ellen Pau is a self-taught video artist, whose works have been seen in small screening since

1987 and exhibited all over the world. Since then, Ms Pau has devoted herself to video creation and

has made great contributions to the development of video and media art in Hong Kong. Ms Pau co-

founded “VideoTage” with her friends in 1986. Taking media artists as a gathering point, it provides

media artists with a platform for artistic creation and cultural exchange and promotes the growth of

video and media art in Hong Kong. Ms. Pau is also the founder and curator of Microwave

International New Media Arts Festival.
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